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Welcome 

At the General Assembly this year, the entire Church of Scotland was encouraged to let this be a 

year in which we invest in Peace in the Holy Land.  As a church we have institutions in that land -  

churches in Jerusalem and Tiberias, a guest house in Jerusalem, the Scots  hotel in Tiberias and the 

Tabeetha School in Jaffa (near Tel Aviv).  All of our institutions and our staff, whether mission 

partners or local staff, are involved in working for peace and justice for all the peoples of Israel and 

Palestine.  The Psalmist said "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 'May they prosper who love you.  

Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.'  For the sake of my relatives and 

friends,I will say 'Peace be within you.'  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God I will seek 

your good." 

 

Prayer 

Life affirming, peace building Christ 

peace was every step of your journey, 

bringing individuals and whole communities  

to know healing and the reconciling love of God. 

When we feel powerless and overwhelmed by the pain around us, 

when we feel we have nothing to contribute to your kingdom of peace, 

when we seek to draw in on ourselves for protection, 

open our hearts to each other 

to build relationships with each other for peace. 

And in so doing, to find and recognise you, Teacher. 

in step alongside us on our journey,  

generously sharing with us, your hope, your peace. 

 

Scripture readings 

Psalm 122 

Luke 19:37-48 

 

The name "Jerusalem" means "founded peaceful".  It was perhaps that which Iain Cunningham had 

in mind when he wrote a new hymn for the General Assembly.  We sing it now. 

 

Lord Jesus, you wept for Jerusalem - 

city that failed to live up to its name 

you longed to hold its children in your arms 

they turned their backs on all that makes for peace. 

And still the walls of hate and fear divide 

suspicion and mistrust on either side 

so that both hope and justice are denied. 

Lord, give us courage to invest in peace. 

In love you chose to take the uphill way 

confronting bitter hate and enmity 

to draw together those once far away 

till through your cross you paid the price of peace. 



When we are tempted by the careless way 

of hasty prejudice and bigotry, 

awaken us from all complacency 

and give us courage to invest in peace. 

Iain D. Cunningham © 2011 

 

Address 

Jesus called for righteousness.  We know that.  He said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

after righteousness, for they will be filled."  (Matthew 5:6)  He said "Seek first the Kingdom of God 

and his righteousness and all these things (food, drink, clothing) will be given to you as well."  

(Matthew 6:33).  But what did he mean by righteousness?  For the last hundred years or more the 

church in the West has tended to focus on our struggle for personal righteousness.  Righteousness 

means being right with God and we achieve this individually only through our relationship with 

Jesus and his washing away of our sin.  Most of us know that.   

But the word that we translate righteousness, which in Hebrew is tsidakah, and in Greek is 

dikaiosune has more than one shade to its meaning.  It means righteousness but not in the sense of 

being in the right, but in the sense of being fair, of being just.  Naim Ateek, Director of Sabeel 

Ecumenical Liberation Theology Centre has said “Many people tend to understand righteousness as 

having to do with their own personal spiritual life without taking into account their relationship with 

others. I believe that it is more likely that Jesus, in his historical context, addressing people who 

were living under occupation, with everything that that entails, was calling for justice. For the 

Palestinian people then were hungry and thirsty for justice. And this is exactly what our Palestinian 

people are hungry and thirsty for today." 

Jesus was calling for justice.  How does it sound when we read the familiar verses as "Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst after justice, for they will be filled"?  As "Seek first the Kingdom of 

God and its justice, and all these things shall be given to you as well"?  Jesus called for justice.  

When he wept over Jerusalem, because its people had not known the things that make for peace, he 

went off and routed the sellers out of the temple, which might not look like a peaceable act.  But 

these sellers were doing what was unjust and should not have been there.  Peace is not peace if what 

is right and just is not put in place. 

In Israel today there is not justice for all, and if there is not justice for all, there is not justice for any, 

because what is unfair against some is unfair in favour of others, either way it is still unfair.  But, as 

usual, it is only those who feel the downside of injustice who huger and thirst to change it.  In the 

wider world, it lack of righteous justice affects more than just the Palestinian people, of course.  

Everyone wants justice.  However when we consider one situation it alerts us to injustices 

elsewhere when we meet them.   

Justice.  Amos called for it to roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream 

(Amos 5:24).  But what is it? Too often when people complain of unfairness they mean that things 

aren't going their way.   But justice is not the same thing as getting everyone to agree with me, to 

favour me.  Justice is to treat everyone as made in the image of God, to give them the same rights 

and respect we would want for ourselves, to love our neighbour, as Jesus said, as we love ourselves. 

And he told the story of the man who was attacked, and the priest and Levite, men who should have 

obeyed the law of compassion, who passed by on the other side.  And he concluded with the 

shocking idea that the Samaritan, the enemy, the despised under-class of person was the one who 

did the part of the neighbour.  Our neighbours are not just those who are like us or whom we like 

and approve of.  And we should love our neighbours as ourselves. 



Jesus wasn't the first to say that, of course.  He was quoting from the Jewish Law, from Leviticus 

(19:18).  God has always expected his people to look out for the needs and rights of others and take 

care that they are met.  That is why there are many Jews today, living in the State of Israel who are 

deeply troubled by the ways that their government has taken to deal with the (real) threat of 

violence from disaffected Palestinians.  They worry about the effect of the so-called security fence 

(actually a huge and substantial wall) on the Palestinian community.  Not  all Jews are blind to the 

way that it incarcerates innocent Palestinians, making ghettoes of their towns and territories.  Not 

all are unaware that it cuts Palestinians off from ancestral and legally held lands from which they 

need to make a living.   

Palestinians of Christian and of Muslim persuasion call for justice, but so do Jews, on their behalf.  

One of projects with the Church of Scotland Guild is supporting is called "Rabbis for Human 

Rights" and it is a Israeli organisation of rabbis who know that their Law, God's law calls for love 

and justice for all.  And so they organise volunteers to help the Palestinians with planting and with 

the olive harvest, when they can more easily gain access to the fields than those who actually own 

them.  And they seek to help with education.  And they lodge court cases on behalf of Palestinian 

neighbours.  And that is good.  And the cooperation is something which in itself heals personal 

wounds, and shows itself to be from God.  But real justice would suppose that such action should 

not be necessary. 

When we hear news from the state of Israel, it is nearly always bad news, to do with violence.  We 

hear of Palestinians seeking to launch attacks on Jewish communities, and we understand that life 

for some Jews can be anxious.  We hear of Jewish soldiers attacking the perceived sources of 

potential trouble and razing homes to the ground, and we understand that life for many Palestinians 

is more than anxious.  Yet not all members of the two nations who fail to share the territory and the 

land, live at enmity with each other.  One shining example is the Palestinian Christian, Daoud 

Nassar.  Daoud's family own land near Bethlehem, to which they hold hundred year-old deeds.  In 

1991 the State of Israel declared the land to be the state’s, and almost since then the matter has been 

under consideration in the courts.  Despite the legal judgement not yet being made, twice the State 

of Israel has sought to drive roads through the Nasser land.  Despite it all, Daoud has always said 

that "We refuse to be enemies".  He uses his land to bring together people from any and every 

background to talk together, to work together, to metaphorically prepare the ground for real peace 

between peoples and to actually prepare the ground so that they can plant trees together.  Daoud's 

work is called "The Tent of Nations" and continues to be inspirational to many. 

Daoud says "... we should prepare the ground before talking about peace. I can’t promise anybody a 

gift, I don’t own. We are promising each other peace but we don’t have it in our hearts. The disciples 

of Jesus Christ received His peace first, the real peace, and then grew to be His witnesses and 

peacemakers. 

We can talk about peace all we like - and people do, and politicians especially do.  But unless we 

have God's peace, the love which makes us willing to forgive and go on forgiving, to love and go on 

loving, then no real peace with justice will be found, in Israel and Palestine, or anywhere else. 

When you came in to the service today you were given two things.  One is a small card.  It 

encourages us to join with what is called a "Wave of Prayer" organised by the Sabeel Ecumenical 

Liberation Theology centre in Jerusalem.  The call is to pray at noon on Thursdays for peace in 

Israel.  It is known as a wave, because the prayers start where our international date-line says that 

days begin - to the East of Australia, and then the prayers flow - like a wave - across the world, until 

those in Hawaii and Alaska are praying at their noon-day.  It is a simple thing to do, but if we 

believe that God hears prayer and answers it, then it is a very powerful thing. 

The other hand-out you were given is entitled "Invest in Peace".. It is a list of things which you 



might like to consider doing, which will all make a difference, to those who are on the sharp end of 

injustice in Israel - or to our own understanding of these matters.   No one is asked to do all these 

things, but choose one or two or more, and over the course of the next twelve months, see if 

involvement with the need for peace with justice in Israel does not change you as well as helping 

where help is needed.  

Prayer of intercession  

Almighty and Merciful God, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, you gathered the first Christians in 

Jerusalem. Grant that, like the first church of Jerusalem, we may come together, and with 

courage, we may preach and live the Word, and the good news of truth, reconciliation, and 

peace. 

God Creator, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Initiator of Love, you made the world and 

everything in it. You created the human race in your image and likeness, and gave us the earth 

for all to share. Break down the walls that separate us. 

God of Justice, your generosity is without bounds. Guard us from selfishness; inspire us to be 

instruments of love, and witnesses of your mercy and justice. Help us to face challenges and to 

struggle against all that is born of injustice. Lead us to act together in places and situations of 

want and need: where families are driven from their homes, where the vulnerable suffer in the 

hands of the powerful, where poverty and unemployment destroy lives. 

God of Hope, you continue to call us to work for Peace in our world, broken and wounded by 

injustice, violence, and indifference. Alone, we are overwhelmed by challenges but together, 

and inspired by your Spirit, we can prevail beyond dreams and imagination. In fear we lose 

hope, and feel the futility of our efforts. Instil in our hearts and minds the image of your 

suffering and compassionate love as a source of courage and strength.  

God, Protector of the widow, the orphan and the stranger, in a world where many know 

despair, you raised your Son Jesus Christ to give hope for humanity and renewal to the earth. 

Strengthen and unify your Church against the forces of evil in this part of the world, where 

aggression of all forms, killings and the blood of martyrs shed even in places of worship, 

obscure the hope of a new life. 

God of Peace and Mercy, inspire nations to transform oppression and violence into freedom 

and peace for the sake of the poor, the vulnerable and the broken-hearted. Help us to respect 

and promote the equality and dignity of all, particularly in your Holy Land. Grant discernment 

to leaders and legislators, that righteousness and truth may flourish among all peoples 

throughout the world. 

God our Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to yearn through 

prayer for the coming of your Kingdom. You are able to accept in us what we cannot 

acknowledge; to name in us what we cannot bear to speak of; to hold in your memory what we 

tried to forget. Teach us to pray together to resist the evil and oppression by our non-violent 

actions and love for one another. May your Son’s earthly life be the model for our own, as we 

recognize your presence and guidance through all our joys and tribulations.  

We pray these in the name of the Risen Lord, and in the power of His Spirit. Amen. 



A JERUSALEM PRAYER From the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem  For the World Week 

for Peace in Palestine Israel 2011, 29 May - 4 June 2011Joint action for just peace convened by the 

World Council of Churches 

Amen 


